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ANN. WAVERL. p. 283. Interim applicuerunt in Anglia
alienigenae barbari et magna multitudo diversarum lingua-
rum errorem regis pertinaciter confoventes. His autem
visis, superdicti magnates obstinationem regis punire deside-
rantes, communi consilio Lodowicum filium regis Franciae in
principem Anglicanae insulae unanimiter elegerunt. . . . Tune
temporis Johannes rex omnia castella et munitiones habebat
sub manu sua, sub custodia tamen alienigenamm, qui fre-
quenter perambulabant terram vastantes earn et praedam
ubicunque poterant capientes.

A.D. 1216. ANN. WAVERL. pp. 285, 286. In mense Maio
. . . XII. kalendas Junii, Lodowicus . . . venit primo in Angliam.
. . . Mense Octobri, scilicet XIV. kalendas Novembris, rex
Johannes ... in fata discessit apud castrum de Newerc. . . .

A.D. 1205.    WRIT FOR THE LEVYING OF A FORCE FOR THE
DEFENCE OF THE KINGDOM.

This Act, although only an occasional expedient for the
defence of the country, has considerable interest as proceeding
from the ' Commune Consilium regni'. In its material aspect
it is an advance on the Assize of Arms, which had directed the
arming of the whole population according to a fixed scale, for
the same purpose. The first provision bears on the military
tenants only; the plan of raising a force by the contribution
of the knights had been tried by Henry II in 1157 : ' circa
festivitatem S. Johannis Baptistae, rex Henricus praeparavit
maximam expeditionem, ita ut duo milites de tota Anglia
tertium pararent ad opprimendum Guallenses terra et mari/
R. de Monte. But although the following document is feudal
in form, it bears distinct traces of connexion with the older
militia system : it is clearly intended that the whole population
should be armed to resist invasion, and we learn from Gervase
that the organization of the communa in arms was to be carried
out by local constables ; the penalties for neglect or treachery
carry us back to the laws of Ethelred (p. 86) ; and the whole
Act should be compared with the statement of the Berkshire
custom in Domesday-book (above, p. 107). The ancientjyrd
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